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With a few suitable improvements at these places the
safety of the Cape route could be considerably increased.
There is a new dock at Durban that can take the largest
battleship, and it is the most important place on the route
for repairs.
North America.
In North America there was a naval port at Halifax,
but it has been reduced to a defended victualling yard by
the policy of economy adopted by the Canadian Govern-
ment.
Six hundred miles farther south lies Bermuda, the base
of the North America and West Indies Station, with a dock-
yard for repairs and refits and a large floating dock. It is not
suitable for modern battleships.
Some twenty odd years ago a British naval officer
remarked that Bermuda would be of great importance in
a war with America and might prove of some value in one
with a European Power as a base for cruisers engaged in
protecting trade. Its function in a British war against
America would be that of an outpost, very much that of
Guam in an American war against Japan. During the
Great War it was used as a base by cruisers on the trade
routes, as the officer quoted above anticipated.
Farther south again, in the Caribbean Sea, are Kingston
in Jamaica and Port Castries in the Antilles, both defended
harbours. The former has an anchorage and a fuel depot,
but is not otherwise fitted for naval use.
Still farther south, and 550 miles to the eastward of the
Straits of Magellan, lie the Falkland Islands, where there is
a naval port. During the Great War the German Far
Eastern Squadron was destroyed off these islands after it
had been driven out of Tsing Tau.
(4) Mediterranean or Pacific ?
The main strength of the British Fleet is in Home
waters and in the Mediterranean. All that there is in the
Pacific, apart from the very weak forces of the Self-Govern-
ing Dominions, is a small squadron of five io,ooo-ton
cruisers and some smaller ships. The question naturally

